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Aurora illustrations by Maria Epine.
Left: Desires (detail), Hal Larsen.
Front Cover: K Series Green, Gloria Garfinkel. 



Over 250 pieces of exceptional contemporary  

art from the personal collection of our founder,  

Pleasant T. Rowland, hang throughout the  

Inns of Aurora. 

This extraordinary collection—including works  

by noted artists Romare Bearden, Chuck Close,  

Wayne Theibaud, Helen Frankenthaler, and  

David Hockney, among others—graces every  

guestroom, parlor, hallway, and bathroom  

throughout the resort, infusing each space  

with harmony, color, and creativity.



Emotion Remembered
Forty years ago, I walked up the main staircase at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston  
to find waiting for me at the top a painting so radiantly beautiful that I can close my eyes 
today and still see it clearly. The enormous canvas that hung at the end of that long formal 
space shimmered with intense color and inner light so luminous that it looked like a giant 
emerald. In fact, like all great paintings, it was a precious jewel—the priceless gift to me,  
to all who would see it, of a superb artist. That moment, that painting, that gift changed  
my understanding of art and the way I “saw” forever after.

Until then, I had had two separate and distinct reactions to art. One was intellectual— 
a response of the head that assessed the skill, the craft, the talent of the artist and his place 
in the history of art; the other, emotional—a response of the heart that I believed was a 
result of the painting’s subject matter. But on that evening in Boston I was looking at a 
painting that stunned me emotionally with the sheer beauty of its execution. There was 
no story to it, no subject to “understand,” no recognizable image to contemplate and react 
to. It was simply a glorious field of green. Yet standing there, I felt emotions of joy, awe, 
and gratitude inexplicably welling up inside of me, not unlike those that rise on a luscious 
spring day when the sky is high blue, the air is fresh, and your spirit quickens.

Years later, I had the pleasure of meeting the artist of that lovely painting, Friedel Dzubas. 
He was a small, shy man who spoke so softly I had to strain to hear him. What a surprise 
that that enormous, ravishing piece should have come from such an individual. I spoke 
with him briefly about the source of inspiration for his huge Color Field paintings. “Do 
you try to capture the essence of a landscape you have seen?” I asked. “No,” he answered, 
“I paint from emotion remembered.” There was nothing more to ask, nothing more to say. 
He had drawn from the wellspring of his own emotion so skillfully that he had evoked 
emotion just as deep in me. Forever since, that is first and foremost what I ask of a work  
of art. I hope the paintings from my collection touch your spirit in that same simple way. 

Pleasant T. Rowland is an alumna of Wells College, noted educator, author of early childhood 
literacy programs, and founder of American Girl. Pleasant has restored more than a dozen  
historic properties in Aurora since 2001, many of which today comprise the Inns of Aurora.



Pleasant T. Rowland.
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The Spa
B U I LT  I N  2020



Left: Big Blooms: Niki, Center: Big Blooms: Anna,  
Paul Lange.

Left: Big Blooms: Helena, Right: Big Blooms: Niki,  
Paul Lange.

A Country Landscape, Tom Wesselman. Big Blooms: Keira, Paul Lange.
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Left: Big Blooms: Gigi, Paul Lange. Center: Apple Tree, Jennifer Bartlett.
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Left: Diver, Right: Man, Emma Amos.
.

Man (detail), Emma Amos.
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Desires (detail), Hal Larsen.



Mirror, Jennifer Bartlett.

Gaiai M II, Don Nice. Desires, Hal Larsen.
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Left: Sideways Glance, Rosalind Stracey. Center: Classic Bathrobe, Jim Dine.
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Sledding (detail), Paula Schuette Kraemer.



Left: Cookout, Right: Sledding, Paula Schuette Kraemer.

Sledding, Paula Schuette Kraemer.Cookout, Paula Schuette Kraemer.
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The Aurora Inn
B U I LT  I N  18 33 ,  R E S TO R E D  I N  20 03

17



Nancy Richmond Eagles, Charles Loring Elliott.
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Left: William D. Eagles, Charles Loring Elliott. Right: High Season Granville, Paul Hamilton.

Mrs. Eagles, Charles Loring Elliott. John Eagles, Charles Loring Elliott.
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Scenic Murals of Aurora, New York, Glenn Moore Shaw.
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Scenic Murals of Aurora, New York (detail), Glenn Moore Shaw.

The murals in their original location in the Aurora Inn lobby.



Scenic Murals of Aurora, New York (detail), Glenn Moore Shaw.
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E.B. Morgan House
B U I LT  I N  18 5 8 ,  R E S TO R E D  I N  20 0 5
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Nest, Katherine Bowling.
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Left: E.B. Morgan, Bayerd H. Tyler.

Three Reds, Raimonds Straprans.
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Left: Still Life from New Zealand, Phillip Sutton. Right: Still Life in the Sun, Robert Frame.

Laveuses, Gabriel Goddard. 
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A Somewhat Conventional Study of a One Gallon Can, Raimonds Straprans. 

Pear, No.14 (detail), Cynthia Nartonis. Pear, No.15, Cynthia Nartonis.
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Rowland House
B U I LT  I N  19 03 ,  R E S TO R E D  I N  2014
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Le Sens Du Retour, Pierre Alechinsky.
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Center: Night Fall, Roger Bechtold.

Red, White and Blue, Roger Bechtold.



Night Fall (detail), Roger Bechtold.
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Phenomena Path, Paul Jenkins.

Phenomena Highwind, Paul Jenkins.
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Maples and Hickory Trees, Wolf Kahn.

2nd Fletcher Farm, Eric Aho. Center: Red Barn on the Stark Road, Wolf Kahn.



Maples and Hickory Trees (detail), Wolf Kahn.
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Chinese Folk Art.

Hand-painted Walls, MacKenzie-Childs “Pure Sunshine” 
Dot and Decal, Kari Ganoung Ruiz.

Hand-painted Walls, MacKenzie-Childs Courtly Check, 
Kari Ganoung Ruiz.
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Ginkgo Kimono Series #14, Gloria Garfinkel.
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Zabriskie House
B U I LT  I N  19 0 4 ,  R E S TO R E D  I N  2019
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K Series Green, Gloria Garfinkel.
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Nicholas Lansing Zabriskie, Irving Wiles.

Alonzo Morgan Zabriskie and son Lansing, Unknown.
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Watercolor Zerkell, Jim Dine.

Rainbow Chair, Patrick Norguet. Leslie, Chuck Close.



Leslie (detail), Chuck Close.
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Rainbow Chair (detail), Patrick Norguet.
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Apotheosis in Indigo, Judy Rifka.

Key West #5, Laurent de Brunhoff.
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Left to Right: Through the Chartruesed Into, Through the Green Into, Through the Oranged Into, Sam Richardson.
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Key West #1, Laurent de Brunhoff.
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Ordering Spring, Janet Fish.

Center: Cathedral Hill, Gregory Kondos.
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Wallcourt Hall
B U I LT  I N  19 0 9 ,  R E S TO R E D  I N  2016
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Red Scherzo, Burton Phillips.
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Center: Untitled, John Mominee. Right: Mercado, Rafael Ferrer.

Cast of Choir Loft Panels, Florence Duomo, Luca della Robbia.
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Spanish Vista, Marion Coffey. Apalachiocola, Suzanne Coporeal.

Red Scherzo, Burton Phillips.
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Together, Maser.

Ladies on the Balcony, Betty Woodman.
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Cottonwood Essence, Sandy Walker.
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Courtramp Screamer, Malcom Morley.

Hand-painted Bathroom Walls, Kari Ganoung Ruiz.
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Aurora Cooks!
O P E N E D  2018
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Left to Right: Early Rise, Starry, Nocturnal Life, Maser.

Left: Starry (detail), Right: Nocturnal Life (detail), Maser.
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Left to Right: Early Rise, Starry, Nocturnal Life (detail), Maser.
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Entry

Reception

Reception

Salon

Salon

Salon

Salon

Salon

Salon

Salon

Salon

Mud Room

Powder Room

Gallery

Gallery

Gallery

Gallery

Café

Café

Café

Indoor Pool Lounge

Indoor Pool Lounge

Men’s Changing Room

Men’s Changing Room

Men’s Changing Room

Women’s Changing Room

Women’s Changing Room

Women’s Changing Room

Women’s Changing Room

Central Stair

Central Stair

Tom Wesselman

Sol Lewitt

Jennifer Bartlett

Paul Lange

Paul Lange

Paul Lange

Paul Lange

Paul Lange

Paul Lange

Paul Lange

Paul Lange

Joseph Goldyne

Katherine Bowling

Deloss McGraw

John Chamberlain

Robert Stackhouse

Rosalind Stracey

Paula Schuette Kraemer

Paula Schuette Kraemer

Paula Schuette Kraemer

Emma Amos

Emma Amos

Deloss McGraw

Deloss McGraw

Deloss McGraw

Deloss McGraw

Deloss McGraw

Deloss McGraw

Alex Katz

Hal Larsen 

Hal Larsen

A Country Landscape  

Eight Cubic Rectangles

Apple Tree  

Big Blooms: Sabrina

Big Blooms: Helena

Big Blooms: Gigi  

Big Blooms: Rachel

Big Blooms: Keira  

Big Blooms: Niki  

Big Blooms: Celine

Big Blooms: Anna  

Craft of Peaks

Lake II

Morning Bird

After Dogberry

Diviners

Sideways Glance  

Sledding  

Cookout  

The Swings

Man  

Diver  

Poems and Pictures #1

Poems and Pictures #2

Poems and Pictures #8

Poems and Pictures #3

Poems and Pictures #4

Poems and Pictures #7

Swimmer

Storm Fury 

Desires  

The Spa
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Central Stair

Central Stair

Central Stair

Central Stair

Tranquility Room

Tranquility Room

Tranquility Room

Treatment Room Two

Treatment Room Three

Treatment Room Four

Treatment Room Five

Treatment Room Six

Treatment Room Seven

Treatment Room Eight

Treatment Room Eight

Treatment Room Nine

Treatment Room Ten

Hall

Hall

Hall

Joan Mitchell

Joan Mitchell

Jim Dine

Jennifer Bartlett

Eva Lundsager

Sarah Earle

Ray Hartle

Ray Hartle

Ray Hartle

Ray Hartle

Ray Hartle

Ray Hartle

Ray Hartle

Ray Hartle

Ray Hartle

Ray Hartle

Ray Hartle

Don Nice

Helen Frankenthaler

Suzanne Caporael

Flower 1

Bedford 1

Classic Bathrobe  

Mirror  

A Full Day Old

Free Verseen Caustic Collage

Door Series, Photograph Series of 26, #14

Door Series, Photograph Series of 26, #6

Door Series, Photograph Series of 30, #21

Door Series, Photograph Series of 30, #21

Door Series, Photograph Series of 26, #4

Door Series, Photograph Series of 26, #1

Door Series, Photograph Series of 30, #09

Door Series, Photograph Series of 30, #17

Door Series, Photograph Series of 30, #14

Door Series, Photograph Series of 30, #19

Door Series, Photograph Series of 26, #8

Gaiai M II  

Reflections Series #4

Origin of Elements

The Spa
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 Indicates photo included in this book



The Aurora Inn
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High Season Granville  

William D. Eagles  

Hemlock Tree in Gray Weather

Cows in Pasture

Nancy Eagles  

A June Morning 

Summer Landscape

Looking Down Skaneateles Lake

John Eagles  

Mrs. Eagles  

On Lake Ontario

Scenic Murals of Aurora, New York  

Botanical Series, 1–17

Black Ash Trees

Primeval Woods

Beech Wood

Old Sawmill Brook
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E.B. Morgan House
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Library
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Parlor

Parlor
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Entry Hall

First Floor Hall

First Floor Hall

First Floor Hall

First Floor Hall

First Floor Hall

First Floor Hall

Innkeeper Room

Innkeeper Room

Powder Room

Powder Room 

Guestroom One

Second Floor Hall

Second Floor Hall

Second Floor Hall

Second Floor Hall

Second Floor Hall 

Second Floor Hall 

Guestroom Two

Guestroom Two

Guestroom Three

Guestroom Four

Guestroom Four

Guestroom Five

Guestroom Five

Bayerd H. Tyler
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Phillip Sutton

Gabriel Goddard

Robert Frame

Miriam Schapiro
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Cynthia Weiss

Cynthia Weiss

Cynthia Weiss

Cynthia Weiss

Cynthia Weiss

David Walker 

Dorothy Knowles

Susan Bush

Sandra Freckleton

Jim Dine

David Hockney

David Hockney

David Hockney

David Hockney

Katherine Bowling

Unknown

Cynthia Nartonis

Cynthia Nartonis

Raimonds Straprans

Raimonds Straprans

James Aponovich

Raimonds Straprans

David Wander

E.B. Morgan  

Silver Trio

Lost Cantos Cross Africa

Still Life from New Zealand  

Laveuses  

Still Life in the Sun

Robespierre’s Niece

Harv’s View II

Harv’s View III

Bare Fields III

Bare Fields IV

Bare Fields V

Bare Fields VI

Apples on Branch 

Towering Clouds in Blue Sky

Women with Green Cats

All Over Red

To the Lake

Van Gogh’s Chair

Chair with Book on Red Carpet

Steel Stool with Newspaper

Wooden Stool with Book

Nest 1  

Women with Baskets of Apples

Pear, No. 14  

Pear, No. 15  

Three Reds  

A Somewhat Conventional Study of a One Gallon Can  

Still Life with Beets

Still Life with Unruly Cherries

Tomorrow

 Indicates photo included in this book



E.B. Morgan House
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Guestroom Six

Guestroom Six

Guestroom Seven

Helen Frankenthaler

Helen Frankenthaler

Alan Shields

Reflections Series #6

Mirabelle

Deep Inner Self Series: Serious Dialogue
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Entry Hall

Entry Hall

Entry Hall 

Powder Room

Powder Room

Powder Room

First Floor Hall

First Floor Hall

First Floor Hall

First Floor Hall

First Floor Hall

Butler’s Pantry

North Entry

East Parlor

West Parlor

West Parlor

West Parlor

West Parlor

Library

Library

Library

Library

Library

Dining Room

Dining Room

Dining Room

Guestroom One

Guestroom One

Guestroom One 

Innkeeper Room

Innkeeper Room

William Lumpkins

Eric Aho

Eric Aho 

Mark Mulhern

Mark Mulhern

Richard Bosman

Lita Albuquerque

Lita Albuquerque

Lita Albuquerque

Richard Bosman

Kari Ganoung Ruiz

Ford Ruthling

Oliver Gal

Terrance LaNoue

Paul Jenkins

Paul Jenkins

Janette Sloan

Wayne Thiebaud

Roger Bechtold

Wolf Kahn

Louise Ganthiers

Pierre Alechinsky

Pierre Alechinsky

Roger Bechtold

Eric Aho

Peggy Zalucha

Louisa Chase

Gabriel Goddard

Lita Albuquerque

Ray Hartl

Ray Hartl

Untitled

Ice House Bright Sun

Ice House Darkening Sky 

Untitled #1

Untitled #2

Night Lace

The Edge

Solar Oscillation

Sun and Moon Trajectories

Night Span

Our Cayuga

Good Morning Cita

Marismas

Fingal’s Cave

Phenomena Highwind  

Phenomena Path  

Blue Cup

Candy Apples

Red, White and Blue  

Red Barn on the Stark Road  

Boy Flying Kite

Le Sens Du Retour  

L’envie de Partir

Night Fall  

2nd Fletcher Farm  

Silver Still Life with Tulip Reflected

Untitled

Femmes All Travail

Sun and Moon Trajectories

Photograph #24

Photograph #21

 Indicates photo included in this book
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Innkeeper Room

Boardroom 

Second Floor Hall

Second Floor Hall

Second Floor Hall

Second Floor Hall

Second Floor Powder Room

Guestroom Two

Guestroom Two

Guestroom Two

Guestroom Two

Guestroom Three

Guestroom Three

Guestroom Three

Guestroom Four

Guestroom Four

Guestroom Four

Guestroom Four

Guestroom Four

Guestroom Five

Guestroom Five

Guestroom Five

Guestroom Six

Guestroom Six

Guestroom Six

Guestroom Six

Guestroom Six 

Third Floor Lounge

Third Floor Lounge

Third Floor Lounge

Third Floor Hall

Ray Hartl

Wolf Kahn 

Susan Bush

Susan Bush 

Susan Bush 

Susan Bush 

Joe Price 

Gloria Garfinkel 

Gloria Garfinkel 

Gloria Garfinkel 

Gloria Garfinkel 

Chinese Folk Art 

Chinese Folk Art 

Jeff Brown 

Joe Zucker

Jeff Brown 

Jeff Brown

Jeff Brown

Jeff Brown

Rafael Ferrer

John Chamberlain

Jill Bedford

Willy Ramos

Robert Kushner

Erin Gregory

Erin Gregory

Marilyn Hart 

Mason Stefl

Mason Stefl

Mason Stefl

Chinese Folk Art

Photograph #2

Country Maples and Hickory Trees  

Geraniums in a Grueby Vase

Woman Lilacs

Woman with Cat and Bittersweet

Woman Butterfly Vase

Bing Cherries

Ginkgo Kimono Series #11

Ginkgo Kimono Series #14  

Ginkgo Kimono Series #15

Ginza #1

Having Tea

Mid Autumn Festival

Ledger Stone

Toucan

Palimpsest

Sienna Nexus 1

Scripture of the Golden Etern

Gold Script

El Sol Asombra

Seawater #63

Tulip in Cracked Vase

Lirios y Caracola

Papayas III

Efflorescence

Bloom I

Hot 

Floral Study I

Floral Study II

Floral Study III

Untitled #4
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Third Floor Hall

Third Floor Hall

Third Floor Hall 

Guestroom Seven

Guestroom Eight

Guestroom Eight

Guestroom Eight

Guestroom Nine

Guestroom Nine

Guestroom Nine

Guestroom Nine

Guestroom Ten

Guestroom Ten

Chinese Folk Art

Chinese Folk Art

Chinese Folk Art 

Ford Ruthling

Chinese Folk Art

Chinese Folk Art 

Chinese Folk Art

Chinese Folk Art

Chinese Folk Art

Tess Benjamin

Daniel Vigil

Faith Ringold

Charles Able

Untitled #6

Making Snowmen

Chinese New Year

The Rewards of the Persistant Gardener

Untitled #3  

Untitled #5  

Untitled #7  

Untitled #1

Winter Walk

Floral Still Life

Pumpkin Still Life

Quilting Bees at Aries

Farm Scene

 Indicates photo included in this book



Zabriskie House
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Reception

Reception 

First Floor Hall
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First Floor Hall
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East Parlor 
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Dining Room 

Powder Room
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Guestroom One

Guestroom One

Innkeeper Room

Innkeeper Room

Innkeeper Room

Central Stair

Central Stair

Second Floor Hall

Second Floor Hall

Second Floor Hall

Second Floor Hall

Second Floor Hall

Second Floor Hall

Guestroom Two

Guestroom Two

Irving Wiles
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Helen Frankenthaler

Paula Schuette Kramer

Nancy Graves
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Chuck Close

Sam Richardson

Sam Richardson

Sam Richardson

Wayne Theibaud

Gloria Garfinkel 

Jim Dine

Eric Aho 

Susan Bush

Susan Bush

Judy Rifka

Judy Rifka

John Chamberlain

John Chamberlain
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Patrick Norguet
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Jennifer Bartlett

Jennifer Bartlett

Jennifer Bartlett

Sondra Freckleton

Ron Pokrasso

Laurent Debrunhoff

Laurent Debrunhoff

Nicholas Lansing Zabriskie  

Alonzo Morgan Zabriskie and Son  

Eve

Under the Stars

Canoptic Prestidigiation

Mozart Nights

Leslie  

Through the Chartruesed Into  

Through the Green Into  

Through the Oranged Into  

Meringue

K Series Green  

Zerkell  

Beekeeper’s House #1 

Into the Garden

Woman at Window with Metal Flower Basket

Apotheosis in Indigo  

San Francisco Still Life

A Gift #9

Line Up #18

Untitled

Chroma Series

Rainbow Chair  

Golden Tales

Bridge

Boat

Dog

Souvenir

Artist with Palette

Key West #1  

Key West #5  



Zabriskie House
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Guestroom Two

Guestroom Three

Guestroom Three

Guestroom Three

Guestroom Four

Guestroom Four

Guestroom Four 

Guestroom Four 

Guestroom Five

Guestroom Five

Guestroom Six

Guestroom Six

Guestroom Seven
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Third Floor Stairwell
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Guestroom Eight

Guestroom Nine

Guestroom Ten

Guestroom Ten

Guestroom Eleven
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Suzanne Caporael

Rudolf Svehla

Rudolf Svehla

Rudolf Svehla

Janet Fish

Janet Fish
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Paula Schuette Kramer

Gregory Kondos

Wayne Thiebaud

Ray Hartl

Ray Hartl

James Rosenquist

Alan Shields

Bernard Cathelin

Ford Crull

Ford Crull
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Robert Kushner
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Kate Vanderbloemen

Mary Jo Vath

Mary Jo Vath

The Field

Blue Ring

Red Apple

Waters On

Butterfly Wings

Ordering Spring  

Candy 

Leftover Bouquet: Yellow Background

Cathedral Hill  

Breakfast

Series of 30

Series of 26

More Points on a Bachelor’s Tie

Dragonfly Chips

Untitled

Citadel

Emblem

Fast Track

Jean’s Beets

Drifting Clouds

Trio

Untitled #1

Untitled #2

Chocolate Bunny

Candy

 Indicates photo included in this book
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Marion Coffey

Marion Coffey

Alan Shields
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Luca della Robbia
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Rafael Ferrer

Rafael Ferrer

Rafael Ferrer

Stephanie Weber

Italo Sanga

Jennifer Bartlett
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Maser
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Amy Cheng

April Gornik
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Susan Bush

Neil Wellever

Paul Klee

Malcom Morley

John Maxon
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Sunflowers of Portugal

Spanish Vista  

Deep Inner Self Series: Clouds of Doubt

Seven Plates

Cast of Choir Loft Panels, Florence Duomo  

Fauteuil au Coussin Rouse

Stratum Series #97202

Red Scherzo  

Untitled  

Chrome Orange

Zinc White

Cobalt Violet

Apalachicola, FL

Mercado  

Haiti 1

Dulzura

Stratum Series

2 Birds 1

Air: 24 Hours, 5 A.M. 

Together  

Stand Up 

Focus

Apple

Charente

Pears and Apples

Orchids in Chinese Bowl

Untitled

With a Sun Shade

Courtramp Screamer

Nexxus

Don’t Wine

Wallcourt Hall



77

Guestoom Six 

Guestroom Seven

Guestroom Seven

Guestroom Eight

Guestroom Eight

Guestroom Eight

Guestroom Eight
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Guestroom Nine

Guestroom Nine

Third Floor Hall

Guestroom Ten

Guestroom Ten
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Guestroom Eleven
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Guestroom Eleven
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Guestroom Fourteen

Guestroom Fourteen

Guestroom Fifteen
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Guestroom Sixteen
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Guestroom Seventeen

Guestroom Seventeen

Guestroom Seventeen

David Wander 

Christopher Brown

Unknown

Paul Klee

Geoffrey Lardiere

Geoffrey Lardiere

Geoffrey Lardiere

Geoffrey Lardiere

Donald Sultan

Geoffrey Lardiere

Geoffrey Lardiere

Amy Cheng

Cathy Aton Cory
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JanetFish

Paul Klee
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David Wander

Paul Klee

Betty Woodman

Brian O’Doherty

Donald Sultan

Romare Bearden

Romare Bearden
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Voice of the Soul #59

Voice of the Soul #61

Voice of the Soul #62
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